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Key findings

Digital & Social media

Digital media

The total amount of articles in all search agents was 30 417 in this analysis,
which is over twice as much than in the previous analysi,s which had 13
803 articles.

Almost all search agents had clearly increased their visibility compared to
the previous analysis. The only exception was “women” search agent, the
publicity of which slightly decreased.

Some search agents doubled or tripled their hit counts compared to the
previous analysis. In addition, peace search agent had over 10 times as
many hits as in the previous analysis.

Politics and conflict had the most hits in digital media followed by terrorism
and regime.

The main reason for increased visibility in all search agents was the
Russian intervention in the Syrian conflict. Both western media and
Russian media closely followed the Russian military campaign in Syria.

Russian media was also much more active in writing on Syria compared to
the previous analysis, since Sputnik International made its way into top 5
sources in almost every search agent, in some cases even topping outlets
like Reuters and Fars News Agency.

Terror strikes in Paris were also affected the article count in many search
agents.

Social media

The total amount of posts in all search agents was 4 515 715 compared to
1 1495 470 posts in the previous analysis. This means that conversation
volume tripled compared to the previous analysis.

Refugees search agent had the biggest conversation volumes, over 1 800
000 publications. Politics and conflict came second with almost 1 400 000
publications. However, if strikes in Paris aren’t taken into account, politics
and conflict were more discussed than refugees.

Top tweeters appeared to be mostly bots posting pro-rebel/anti-regime
content.

As in digital media, the main theme was the Russian campaign in Syria.
However, the biggest spikes came from the terror strikes in Paris.
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Background information

Purpose of the analysis & Explaining the search agents

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

Analysis serves as a follow-up analysis covering and exploring international
digital and social media related to the Syrian crisis and investigates the ways
in which the international digital and social media continues shaping the
current conflict and peace possibilities in Syria.

Analysis will shed a light on following questions:

- What is the media discourse of the international media and social media like
on Syria during the time chosen for the study?

- How many articles weekly/monthly per media are produced?

- Who writes about Syria and what according to a country or media outlet?

- What are the main themes on Syria circulated in the international media?

- Which types of content concerning Syria circulate in the international social
media?

- Does the international social media reflect the Syria related content of the
mainstream media outlets?

EXPLAINING THE SEARCH AGENTS

Boolean algorithm was used to search out relevant articles.

The number of Syria related articles is extremely high so in order to narrow
them down to the most relevant ones only the article titles were taken into
account.

For example in "Terrorism” search agent term Syria was combined with terms
like "Islamic State”, ISIS, IS, ISIL, terrorist, terrorism, Al-Nusra, Al-Qaeda,
suicide bomb and ISIS recruitment (words like Syria, IS and recruit* had to
appear in the same title).

Also all the inflected forms are present, for instance Syria’s and Syrian.

Same search algorithms were used in both digital and social media.
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Digital media
Boolean algorithms

Politics and conflict

((syria OR syrian OR syrias OR "syria's" OR dara* OR deir OR aleppo* OR hama* OR hasaka* OR homs* OR idlib* OR quneitra* OR latakia* OR "ar raqgah*" OR "rif
dimash*" OR "as-suwayda*"' OR damascus OR tartus* OR kobani* OR jazira* OR afrin* OR assad*) NEAR/10 (war OR conflict* OR fighting OR battle OR terror OR
destruction* OR bombing OR bombs OR attack* OR "barrel bomb" OR strik* OR "air-strike*" OR airstrike* OR weapon* OR politic* OR president* OR election* OR party

OR embassador* OR embassy* OR policy* OR "local council*" OR "political* bureau*' OR soc OR "syrian opposition coalition*' OR "syrian free army*'OR SFA* OR
regime* OR "pro-regime*' OR diplomacy* OR diplomatic* OR parliament* OR goverment OR minister* OR "syrian embassy")) NOT ("suicide bomb*" OR jihad*)

Terrorism

((Syria OR Syrian OR Syrias OR "Syria's" OR Dara* OR Deir OR Aleppo* OR Hama* OR Hasaka* OR Homs* OR Idlib* OR Quneitra* OR Latakia* OR "Ar Raggah*" OR
"Rif Dimash*" OR "As-Suwayda*' OR Damascus OR Tartus* OR Kobani* OR Jazira* OR Afrin* OR Assad*) NEAR/10 ("Islamic State*" OR ISIS OR IS OR ISIL OR
terrorism OR Terrorism OR terroris* OR Terroris* OR "Al-Nusra*' OR "Al-Sham" OR "Al-Qaeda*" OR "Al-Qaida*"" OR "suicide bomb*"' OR recruit* OR Daesh*))

Women

((syria OR syrian OR syrias OR "syria's" OR dara* OR deir OR aleppo* OR hama* OR hasaka* OR homs* OR idlib* OR quneitra* OR latakia* OR "ar raqgah*"' OR "rif
dimash*" OR "as-suwayda*' OR damascus OR tartus* OR kobani* OR jazira* OR afrin* OR assad*) NEAR/10 (woman OR women))

Children

((syria OR syrian OR syrias OR "syria's" OR dara* OR deir OR aleppo* OR hama* OR hasaka* OR homs* OR idlib* OR quneitra* OR latakia* OR "ar raqgah*"' OR "rif
dimash*" OR "as-suwayda*' OR damascus OR tartus* OR kobani* OR jazira* OR afrin* OR assad*) NEAR/10 (child* OR boy* OR girl*)) NOT boycott*

Kurds

((syria OR syrian OR syrias OR "syria's" OR dara* OR deir OR aleppo* OR hama* OR hasaka* OR homs* OR idlib* OR quneitra* OR latakia* OR "ar raqgah*"' OR "rif
dimash*" OR "as-suwayda*' OR damascus OR tartus* OR kobani* OR jazira* OR afrin* OR assad*) NEAR/10 (kurd*))



Digital media
Boolean algorithms

Peace

((syria OR syrian OR syrias OR "syria's" OR dara* OR deir OR aleppo* OR hama* OR hasaka* OR homs* OR idlib* OR quneitra* OR latakia* OR "ar raqgah*" OR "rif
dimash*" OR "as-suwayda*' OR damascus OR tartus* OR kobani* OR jazira* OR afrin*) NEAR/10 (meeting* OR *meeting OR conference* OR *conference OR "cease-
fire" OR negotiation* OR *negotiations OR peace OR ceasefire* OR solution* OR resolut* OR ease OR dialogue* OR truce OR reconciliat* OR "track I" OR "track II" OR

"track III" OR "track 1,5" OR dialogue OR "confidence building" OR CBM OR "national government*' OR "transitional government" OR "constitution 2012" OR
"constitutional declaration*" OR "civil society*" OR "political parties" OR "elections April*"))

Humanitarian aid

((syria OR syrian OR syrias OR "syria's" OR dara* OR deir OR aleppo* OR hama* OR hasaka* OR homs* OR idlib* OR quneitra* OR latakia* OR "ar raqgah*"' OR "rif
dimash*" OR "as-suwayda*' OR damascus OR tartus* OR kobani* OR jazira* OR afrin* OR assad*) NEAR/10 (humanitari* OR aid OR health* OR conference* NEAR/10
(london* OR munich*) OR "Munich conference*" OR "civil society*"))

Refugee

((syria OR syrian OR syrias OR "syria's" OR dara* OR deir OR aleppo* OR hama* OR hasaka* OR homs* OR idlib* OR quneitra* OR latakia* OR "ar raqgah*"' OR "rif
dimash*" OR "as-suwayda*' OR damascus OR tartus* OR kobani* OR jazira* OR afrin* OR assad*) NEAR/10 (refugee* OR asylum*))

Al-Qaida

(syria OR syrian OR syrias OR "syria's" OR dara* OR deir OR aleppo* OR hama* OR hasaka* OR homs* OR idlib* OR quneitra* OR latakia* OR "ar raggah*" OR "rif
dimash*" OR "as-suwayda*' OR damascus OR tartus* OR kobani* OR jazira* OR afrin* OR assad) NEAR/10 ("al-gaeda*" OR "al-gqaida" OR "al-nusra*")

ISIS

(Syria OR Syrian OR Syrias OR "Syria's" OR Dara* OR Deir OR Aleppo* OR Hama* OR Hasaka* OR Homs* OR Idlib* OR Quneitra* OR Latakia* OR Raqga* OR
Dimash* OR "As-Suwayda*' OR Damascus OR Tartus* OR Kobani* OR Jazira* OR Afrin* OR Assad*) NEAR/10 (ISIS OR ISIL "Islamic State" OR IS OR Daesh*)



Digital media

Boolean algorithms

Opposition

(syria OR syrian OR syrias OR "syria's" OR dara* OR deir OR aleppo* OR hama* OR hasaka* OR homs* OR idlib* OR quneitra* OR latakia* OR "ar raggah*" OR "rif
dimash*" OR "as-suwayda*' OR damascus OR tartus* OR kobani* OR jazira* OR afrin* OR assad) NEAR/10 (oppositio* OR "national coalition*" OR rebel* OR "free
syria* army*")

Regime
((syria OR syrian OR syrias OR "syria's" OR dara* OR deir OR aleppo* OR hama* OR hasaka* OR homs* OR idlib* OR quneitra* OR latakia* OR "ar raqgah*" OR "rif

dimash*" OR "as-suwayda*' OR damascus OR tartus* OR kobani* OR jazira* OR afrin*) NEAR/10 (regime* OR Assad*)) OR ("Syria* Army*" OR "syria* govern*' OR
"syria* minister*" OR assad* OR "syria* force")
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Digital media
Heatmap 1.10.2015 - 29.2.2016

UK — +62

France —
+51k
300k
+3 1K -—
Turkey — +29k
- 200k
- 100k
Articles containing word Syria
in their title in different
languages.
~ 0k
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IS seizes villages
north of Aleppo &
Heavy bombing
from Russian air

Documents

Digital media

Search agents combined

Russian embassy in
Damascus struck by two
mortar shells

force
Russia
begins its
airstrikes in
Syria

400 |

dl Oct

Peace talks in
Vienna

Bashar al-Assad

travels to Russia

to thank Putin for
Syria airstrikes

1 Nov

strike in Syria

UK begins its
airstrikes in Syria

|
US states want to reject “ .
refugees due to strikes in - Firstrefugees
Paris & France air force - arrive to Canada

& Assad says he
. will not negotiate
| with "terrorists”

1Dec ® Kaikki hakualueet

Aid convoys head
towards besieged Syrian
cities & Russian airstrike

hits school and kills 12
children in InjaTa

1Jan

US and Russia reach
agreement on ceasefire
& IS conducts multiple
bomb attacks in Syria

Diplomats aim for
temporary Syria
truce in a week

UN envoy halted halted ‘
his attempts on Syrian
peace talks when
Syrian and Russian
forces moved on Aleppo

1 Feb



Digital media

Top sources

1 Reuters 1586 21 The Times of india 327
2 Sputnik International 1478 22The Denver P_OSt 327 + Sources selected for the analysis:
3The Daily Star Lebanon 1423 23 The Jordan Times 308 - Major national English language
4 Fars News Agency 1037 24 Russia Today 307 ?oidnlﬁig:tlms LD EEEEE
5 Daily Sabah 723
6 Xinhua News 696 25 Assyrian Internatonal News Agency 297 « Total amount of medias followed
e 663 26 Syrian Arab News Agency 289 was 292
8 The Washington Post 582 ZillEE e &l * AFP and The New York Times
9The Peninsula Qatar 580 28 Al Jazeera 258 are not included in this analysis
29 Gulf Times 228 due to their media monitoring

10The Ind.ependent 568 30 The Irish Times 219 restrictions

11 The Daily News 539 31 Arab News 213

12 Stars and Stripes 427 32 Deutsche Welle 194

13BBC News 425 33 Time Magazine 188

14 Ynetnews 424 34 The Epoch Times 185

15Bloomberg 411 35 Daily News and Analysis 165

16 The Telegraph 379 36 The Daily Telegraph 164

17CNN 366 37 France 24 147

18 The Guardian 355 38 Hindustan Times 133

19 The Times of Israel 344 39 The Hindu 133

20 Arutz Sheva 331 40 Shanghai Daily 130
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Digital media

Search agents share of voice

Women Children  Kurds
0% 2% 3%

Politics and
Conflict
32%
N =30 417
Terrorism
16 % Regime
13%

Total amount of articles was 30 417. Out of these
articles,

21 970 were unique. This means that 8 447 articles
appeared in more than one search agent.

Politics and conflict had had the biggest share of media
coverage getting 9 762 hits during the period of
analysis.

After Politics and conflict came Terrorism with 4 888
hits, Regime with 3906 hits and Peace with 3 457 hits.

Politics, conflict and Terrorism had almost half of all the
media coverage, 48 percent and 14 650 hits.
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Digital media

Search agents share of voice
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mWomen

B Humanitarian
aid

m Peace

m Children
Kurds
Refugees

m Opposition

= Regime

= Politics and

Conflict
m Terrorism

Almost all the search agents received more hits in
the current analysis compared to the previous
analysis. However, since Politics and conflict
search agent was so dominant, visibility of many
search agents actually decreased by percentage.

By article count, Politics and conflict grew the most,
receiving over 6 000 hits more in the current

By percentage, Peace search agent grew the most
and received over 1 000 percent more coverage
than in the last analysis.
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Digital media

Counterparts
100 % ISIS (n=3 789)
90 % Top sources: 1. Sputnik international (437 hits), 2. Fars News Agency (329 hits), 3. Daily
Star Lebanon (292 hits), 4. Reuters (260 hits), Xinhua News (118 hits).
80 % REGIME (n=3 856)
70 % Top sources: 1. Sputnik international (360 hits), 2. Fars News Agency (323 hits), 3.
Reuters (288 hits), 4. The Daily Star Lebanon (246 hits), Daily Sabah (178 hits).
60 %
OPPOSITION (n=2 696)
50 %
Top sources: 1. Reuters (329 hits), 2. The Daily Star Lebanon (288 hits), 3. Sputnik
40 % International (194 hits), 4. Xinhua News (122 hits), 5 The Peninsula Qatar (107 hits).
30 % KURDS (n=790)
20 % Top sources: 1. Today’s Zaman (90 hits), 2. The Daily Star Lebanon (83 hits), 3. Reuters
0 (78 hits), 4. Assyrian International News Agency (76 hits), 5. The Peninsula Qatar (49
hits).
10 % )
AL-NUSRA / AL-QAIDA (n=177)
0%

Mar-Aug Oct-Feb Top sources: 1. Fars News Agency (27 hits), 2. Sputnik International (19 hits), 3. Today’s

. . . . Zaman (6 hits), 4 The Independent (5 hits), 5. The Times of Israel (5 hits).
m|sis mRegime mOpposition mKurds = Al-Qaida/Al-Nusra ( ) P ( ) ( )
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Digital media

Women (n=129)

German police searching
for father of slain Syrian

Woman who fled
from UK to Syria
says that ISIS is not
"her cup of tea” and
wants to return

IV

woman

Costa Rica detains
woman travelling on
Greek passport

BBC writes several
stories on Syrian
women as part of its
"BBC 100 Women list”.

UK police worried
about more girls and
women travelling to

Syria

Woman jailed for five years
for trying to take her kids to

live in Syria under ISIS

o Ml

i

Amnesty: Syria
refugee women
face abuse and
exploitation

Tareena Shakil is
found guilty: Took |
her toddler son to
Syria to join Isis \

1-Oct 8-Oct 15-Oct 22-Oct 29-Oct 5-Nov 12-Nov 19-Nov 26-Nov 3-Dec 10-Dec 17-Dec 24-Dec 31-Dec 7-Jan 14-Jan 21-Jan 28-Jan 4-Feb BseMS-reb 25-feb
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Digital media

Women

The Guardian NG 11
The Independent I 10

The Daily Star Lebanon & » As in the previous analysis, the major news spikes came from articles
The Times Of India T 7 about women trying to get to Syria, out of Syria or join IS.

Daily Sabah NN + Atotal of 129 articles articles was published during the period of

analysis, compared to 181 articles published in the previous analysis.
Reuters I 6

- + The Guardian had the most articles about Syrian women. The
The Washington Post NN 6 X ) i ; N .
9 Independent came right behind with 10 articles. The situation didn’t
Independent.ic NG 6 change a lot, since in the last analysis The Independent had the most

articles followed by The Guardian.
The Daily News N 4
» As in the previous analysis British media appeared to be most

The Telegraph I 4 interested in the situation of Syrian women. Furthermore, The

Stars and Stripes I 4 Guardian and The Independent had clearly the most shares in social
media, often getting thousands of shares per article (see next slide).
Sputnik International N 4 This indicates that their readership is more engaged compared to

. other media outlets.
Xinhua News I 3

Hindustan Times N 3

Ynetnews I 2

0o 2 4 6 8 10 12 <OD Meltwater



Digital media

Women

The Syria peace talks would have a
better chance with one key addition:

women

an airstrikes, ramped up the siege on

11*, the pez
ave been |

ras m E

The Syrian women fighting to save their
city

A docume
facing the

Who would want to be a woman in Aleppo? The female population of Syria’s
second city find themselves threatened both by the murderous misogynists of
Islamic State (Isis) and the Russian allies of the president, Bashar al-Assad, whose

bombing raids mean that now even bad weather offers the city no respite.
hares g Comments

22,844 291

&9 INDEPENDENT

This is the brutal effect of war on the
women of Syria

Displacement, sexual assault, kidnap, house arrest and political exclusion are all daily occurrences for Syria's female
population

@el_karama (D21 comments

Hibaaq Osmar

00O
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Digital media

Children (n:501) Relatives of Aylan Kurdi

land in Canada

Syrian aid workers hit by

second air strike while Mortar attack on girls
saving chllqlren from school kills 9 students
building in Syria

Human Right Watch: 400
000 Syrian refugee children
unable to attend school in

UN agencies (UNICEF &
WFP) re-launch winter aid
programme to support

Turkey
25
Thousands of of Syrian
refugee children are left in
20 legal limbo
77 children
15 drown at sea
since Syrian boy
10
| /\/\j\/\ M\/\/\
O /\
1-Oct

‘Airstrikes hits
school in Aleppo
killing children &
Number of girls
and women
travelling to Syria
is rising & UN gets
250 million dollars
to educate Syrian
children, needs
more

Strikes on east
Syrian town Kill
63, including
children

No common
themes

N

8-Oct 15-Oct 22-Oct 29-Oct 5-Nov 12-Nov 19-Nov 26-Nov 3-Dec 10-Dec 17-Dec 24-Dec 31-Dec 7-Jan 14-Jan 21-Jan 28-Jan 4-Feb 11-Feb 18-Feb 25-Feb

<OD> Meltwater



Digital media

Children
Daily Sabah
The Guardian
The Independent
BBC News
The Daily Star Lebanon
The Telegraph
Bloomberg

Thomson Reuters..

Today's Zaman
Irish Mirror

Xinhua News

CNN

Independent.ie

Gulf Times

The Washington Post
The Peninsula Qatar
Al Jazeera English
The Times Of India
The Daily News
Russia Today

48
I 33
I 32
I 32
I 3]
I 03
I 03
I 20
13
N 16
I 15
14
. 13
. 12
. 11

s 10
. O

s 3

mm 3

N 3

0O 10 20 30 40 50 60

A total of 501 articles was published during the period of analysis, compared to the 478 articles in
the previous analysis.

The biggest media spike came on 11.1.2016, when (supposedly) Russia made an air strike on a
Syrian school killing children (8 or 12 depending on the source).

There were 43 articles mentioning the Russian airstrikes killing children in Syria, in many cases
referring to reports published by the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, not being able to verify
its information by an independent source. Daily Sabah was the most active source regarding this

topic, publishing 10 articles.

Other themes in search agent:

- The family of Aylan Kurdi was followed very closely by the media. Articles came out on several
occasions reporting on the family’s journey to Canada (receiving asylum, buying plane tickets, the
father commenting on CH drawings etc.). In addition, there were some articles about other refugee

children drowning.

- Media condemned the drawings made by Charlie Hebdo as racist when CH released caricatures
of the drowned Syrian boy portrayed as a pervert in Germany.

- Media outlets were writing stories about single refugee families starting new lives in various
countries. These articles sparked conversation in "comments” sections below articles. Some people
were feeling happy for the families, others claimed the articles to be a part of liberal propaganda.

- Media reported on several occasions, that 400 000 Syrian children aren’t able to attend school in
Turkey. These articles also often mentioned, that many children are working in sweatshops and are

being forces into marriage.



Digital media

Children
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=/ ALJAZEERA
WAR & CONFLIC ’

Syria children killed as Russian missile hits
school

Activists say 12 children among 15 illed in Aleppo province, with the death toll likely to rise.

refugees

(D 28 December 2015  US & Canada

11 Jan 2016 15:11 GMT | War & Conflict, Middle East, Syrian crisis, Syna

A

Tima Kurdl, left. welcomed her brother and his family at Vancouver airport

et S ~

The death toll is expected to rise as several of those who survi

ved have serious injuries [Al Jazeera]

Relatives of Syrian boy Alan Kurdi, whose

drowning off the coast of Turkey triggered an

international outcry, have arrived in Canada as

refugees. EU migration: Crisis in
seven charts

Migrant crisis
At least 15 pecple have been killed, including 12 children, after a Russian warplane
bombed a school in Syria's Aleppo province, activists said.

The death toll from Monday's strike in Ain Jara, 15km north
of Aleppo city, was expected to go up as some of the

survivors died of their injuries, the UK-based Syrian The boy's uncle Mohammed Kurdi, his wife and five

Observatory for Human Rights said. children landed in Vancouver where they had an Thrv""CkEV b““'?’”l of .
; : B solving Europe's migran!
An Al Jazeera comespondent at the scene said the school emotional reunion with Alan's aunt Tima. crisis 9 pe 9

was in territory controlled by Syrian opposition groups and
that rescuers were continuing to search for survivors in the

i The three-year-old died with his mother and brother
rubble.

3 Migrant crisis: Have EU
trying to reach Greece.

promises been kept?

The attack is the latest deadly incident blamed on the

Alan Kurdi's relatives arrive in Canada as

Hidden child labour: how Syrian refugees
in Turkey are supplying Europe with fast
fashion

Thousands of Syrian refugees are working illegally in the Turkish garment
industry where child labour, low wages and poor conditions are common

ory. Pho johannisson

completely white. Between mountains of white fabric, Shukri carries

clothing to and from the sewing stations and packs white jumpers in boxes.

He is clenching a pair of scissors between his teeth looking every bit the
seasoned worker, although he is only 12 years old.

B athed in fluorescent lights, the basement room in an Istanbul suburb is

On this weekdav momine most Turkish children are in school, but this Syrian boy
1g clothing mainly destined for

<. Shares _ Comments :d with his uncle from Qamishli

jurs a week earning 600 Turkish
4 |EUE 5'5 school here because of work,”

n to Syria.”
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Digital media
Refugees (n=3216)

Terrorist attack in Paris, Texas sues State
after that, many of US Department and relief
Trump pledges to send states want to halt entry of agency to block Syrian
refugees back to Syria refugees. Counterparts in refugees
if elected this debate_ are demo_crats ‘ ;g:d??\ r?cf)u_lgjreki
and republicans. & First ) 9 y
Syrian refugees are arriving  Canada will First refugees due to increased
in England, Scotland and resettle 25 stretug bombing in Syria
Australia 000 Syrian arrive in Canada,
Turkey sets new
refugees by Toronto |
the end of ‘ border camps for
180 February ‘ | | Syrian refugees
160 |
\
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Digital media

Refugees
Reuters

Bloomberg

The Guardian

Daily Sabah

BBC News

The Daily Star Lebanon
The Independent

The Jordan Times
Sputnik International
The Washington Post
The Daily News
Today's Zaman

The Denver Post
Daily Record

The Peninsula Qatar
Xinhua News (Eng.)
CNN.com International
Guardian (Canada)
Stars and Stripes
Telegraph.co.uk

Time Magazine

164
151

I 125
I (24
I 23
I 117
I 113
I 103
I 05
I O/
I 00
I 30
I 37
(]
I 7
I 76
I /6
I 73
I 63

I 58

I 56

0 50 100 150 200

A total of 3216 articles was published during the period of analysis, compared to 959
articles in the previous analysis.

The biggest spike came after the terrorist attacks in Paris in November. The media
wrote about the debate in US on refugees. GOP candidates, parties and influencers
argued whether US should or should not accept any refugees.

Other major themes in search agent:

- Celebrities raising funds or donating money to refugees (Sasha Cohen Edward
Norton etc.)

- Countries or organizations donating money to refugees (Japan, US, IKEA etc.)

- Polls on how people in different countries are reacting to refugees

- Confrontation between Russian international media and western media:

Sputnik International had 14 articles in the previous analysis and 95 articles in the
current one. The Russian intervention is no doubt affecting the article count. For
example, Sputnik international had articles with titles such as “ Real Refugees' Are Still
Near Syria, While Economic Migrants Rush Into EU”, “Syria Refugees Praise Russian
Airstrikes, Consider Returning” and “Over 20% of Refugees to EU May Have Links to
ISIL — Syrian Envoy to India”. On the other side, western media was writing on many
occasions, that the Russian strikes are worsening the Syrian refugee crisis and forcing
people to flee their homes.

- Articles covering lives of refugees in camps or in countries they received asylum in.

Syrian Arab News Agency had only 5 articles during the time span of the analysis.

Fars News Agency published 9 articles during the time span of the analysis.

<OD Meltwater



Digital media

Refugees

© AP Photo/ Kerstin joensson

Journalist Christan Saarldnder from the Austrian Contra Magazin
called Russia's military operation in Syria a “blessing” and blamed
German media for its propaganda war against Russia.

German media publishes one-sided reports about Russia, spreading propaganda lies
abeut the country and its activities in Syria, the journalist wrote.

Recently, some media sources accused
Russia of bombing a hospital in Syria
without any proof, the author wrote,
adding that Western journalists
actually rarely make live reports

from the spot and come to conclusions
sitting in the office.

At the same time, Saarlander argued,
more and more videos are being
uploaded, documenting successful
Russian airstrikes in Syria. Even US
generals are praising Russia's armed
forces, as the news agency PressTV
reported from neighboring Iran.

The US portal "Veterans Today" wrote, citing the Iranian Fars News Agency (FNA), that
more than 800,000 refugees from Syria are expected to return to their homeland thanks
to the Russian military operation.

THE DENVER PosT

Wary governors halt, question plan to
accept Syrian refugees

The Associated Press

POSTED: 11 UPDATED: 4 MONTHS AGO ADD A COMMENT
DETROIT (AP) — Several U.S. governors are threatening to halt
efforts to allow Syrian refugees into their states in the aftermath of
the coordinated attacks in Paris, though immigration experts say
under the Refugee Act of 1980 governors cannot legally block
refugees from settling in their communities.

Click photo to enlange

Here's 2 look at where some state governors stand, and the number
(in parentheses) of Syrian refugees who have arrived in each state
since Jan. 1, according to the 11.5. State Department’s Refugee
Processing Center:

ALABAMA (o)

Republican Gov. Robert Bentley says he'll refuse Syrian refugees
relocating to the state. He issued a news release Sunday, saying: I will not stand complicit to a policy
that places the citizens of Alabama in harm's way.”

ALASKA (0)

The oil-dependent state is grappling with an estimated budget deficit of $3.5 billion amid low ol
prices, and Gov. Bill Walker, & Republican turned independent, "has been focused on solving the state's
fiscal challenges," spokeswoman Katie Marquette said by email Monday. She said Walker has not given
any consideration to trying to stop Syrian refugees from settling in the state.

ARIZONA (153)

Gov. Doug Ducey is calling for an immediate halt to the placement of any new refugees from the
Middle East. Ducey made it clear that the state is within its legal rights to do so, saying that he is
invoking the state’s right under federal law to immediately consult with 17.5. officials on any new
refugee placements. He also wants Congress to change the law to give states more oversight aver
refugee placement. Ducey says national leaders must react to protect its citizens.

theguardian

Sacha Baron Cohen and Isla Fisher give
£670,000 to help Syrian refugees

The comedian Sacha Baron Cohen and actor Isla Fisher are donating £670,000 to
help Syrian refugees, the charities receiving the money have said.

The couple are giving half the money to Save the Children to pay for measles
vaccinations for children in northern Syria.

They are donating the other half to the International Rescue Committee (IRC) to
help refugees in Syria and neighbouring countries, particularly women and
children, with health care, shelter and sanitation.

More than four million refugees have fled conflict in Syria for the relative safety of
the neighbouring countries, according to the United Nations.
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Syria Peace talks in Vienna

Iran invited to take part in
peace conference in Vienna

US, Russia, Turkey & Saudi

Arabia meet in Vienna and

140 try to find political solution

over Syria

120
100
80
60
40
20
0

Syrian foreign minister:
Syria ready to participate in
UN peace talks

UN security council agrees on
Syria peace plan; no mention
of Assad

Syrians leave rebel-held Homs
area in truce deal & Opposition
agree in Riyadh to bring together
political and armed factions in a
single body in preparation for
possible peace talks

Peace talks get halted in
Geneva as fighting in Syria

continues & Syria Donors
Conference in London raises 10
billion dollars

29.1. Peace talks in Geneva
despite opposition boycott.
30.1. Syrian opposition join
peace talks in Geneva

31.1. IS strikes in Damascus
killing 60. Blast possibly meant
to disrupt peace talks

Syrian peace talks
will start 29.1. in
Geneva

Kerry and Lavrov
Meet to "get Syrian
peace talks moving”

20.2. Opposition and Assad
say they are ready for a truce
22.2. US and Russia agree on
plan for Syria truce

23.2 Opposition and Assad
agree on truce

26.2. Russia carries out
intense air strikes just hours
before ceasefire

27.2. Ceasefire begins in Syria,
most fighting halts, still some
breaches reported

——
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Peace Reuters

The Daily Star Lebanon
Sputnik International
Xinhua News
The Daily News
The Peninsula Qatar
Today's Zaman
The Washington Post
Daily Sabah
Stars and Stripes
The Guardian
Ynetnews
Russia Today
Bloomberg
Al Jazeera English
Independent.ie
Deutsche Welle
The Jordan Times
CNN
BBC News - England
Gulf Times
Haaretz News
The Times of Israel
The Independent
The Denver Post
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A total of 3 457 articles was published during the period of analysis, compared to 336
articles in previous the analysis. The high increase in publicity was partly due to new
keywords that were added for this follow-up analysis. However, even with the keywords
that were used in the previous analysis, search agent generated over 2 200 articles.

The biggest news spike came from the Syrian peace negotiations held in Geneva in late
January. The opposition missing the first day of the negotiations gained a lot of publicity.
Also, IS strikes during the negotiations were widely noticed.

Reuters had the most articles in the current search agent, writing constantly on progress
made during the peace negotiations, sometimes publishing up to 5-7 articles per day.

Sputnik International continued criticising U.S. actions on Syria as in the previous
analysis.

Even thought ceasefire was established in late February, the media was constantly
covering violations claimed by the regime and the opposition.

Syrian Arab News Agency had only 36 articles and Fars news agency had only 41
articles. This is quite interesting, since both media outlets were in the top 5 in the previous
analysis. In fact, SANA was the top media with 56 hits followed by Reuters with only 27

hits.
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Peace Obama, 74, 2 %
Islamic State, 75, 2 France, 55, 2 %

%

Kurds, 50, 1 %

Lavrov, 80, 2 %

Turkey, 112, 3»

» The graph displays the occurrence of the words in article titles.
* Russia, U.N., Opposition and U.S. were seen as the key players.

» John Kerry had the most visibility as an individual, getting more
publicity than Assad, De Mistura, Putin, Lavrov, Obama.

» Russia had almost twice as much publicity than US, although as
mentioned above, presence of US was personified by Kerry.

» Other popular key words were Peace (1 273 hits), Ceasefire (904 hits),
Truce (463 hits), solution (360 hits) Geneva (155 hits) and Vienna (86
hits).

Opposition, 383, 11
%

<OD> Meltwater



Digital media

Peace in title and body text

Russia begins air strikes in Syria, U.N.
and western countries urge for political

solution
Russia is bombing non-I1S
targets in Syria, western leaders
again urge for political solution

140
120
100
80
60
40
20
0

Tension is rising under peace
conference in Vienna as Turkey
shoots down Russian jet

Iranian protesters attack embassy of
Saudi Arabia in Tehran but despite
tension both countries are reassuring
that they will working hard to achieve
peace in Syria

Title search agent follows the axis
on the left and body text follows
the axis on the right.

The graph explains spikes on Syria
peace talks in body text, that are
not visible in article titles.
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OPINION  21:20 23.10.2015 (U

Although the American political establishment puts the blame for the
Syrian crisis on Bashar al-Assad and on Russian President Vladimir
Putin for inflaming the conflict, Washington's decision-makers should
take a long hard look in the mirror, US researcher Jonathan Marshall
notes.

The actual history of the Syrian crisis indicates that Washington, obsessed with a Syrian
regime change, missed plenty of opportunities for peace, US independent researcher
Jonathan Marshall claims.

The researcher points to the fact that a group of 55 House Democrats sent a letter to US
President Barack Obama, urging him to break the vicious cycle of military escalation
in Syria.

RL ™ S © 1004 /s 19 ¢ O

CThe Telegraph

All sides report Syria ceasefire breaches as UN prepares
to deliver aid

Warplanes bomb villages in north of the country on second day of fragile
truce, according to activists, as aid officials announce plan to send food
and medicine to 154,000 people

o 65 o @ 0 @ 0 @ 65 OEma:'

A lone figure walks through Homs, a acity in ruins after almost five years of conflict

By Rob Crilly, New York
= 11:14PM GMT 28 Feb 2016

Anti-government forces and Russia traded accusations of ceasefire
breaches in Syria during the second day of a shaky truce.

251K followers |

Russian planes attacked several sites in northern Syria, according to
activists.

Meanwhile, the United Nations said it was planning to use the lull in fighting
to deliver aid to 154,000 Syrians in besieged areas during the next five days.

Deutsche
Welle
SYRIA

Russia and US hail Syria ceasefire and look
towards peace talks

Russia's foreign minister and his US counterpart have hailed the Syria ceasefire. German
Foreign Minister Steinmeier said he too was hopeful of progress towards peace.

and US

" the Russtan foreign ministry said in a statement on

cretary of State John Kerry have welcomed “the

implementation of the o
Saturday

In a telephone call the ministers "a cussed the outlook for resuming the peace negotiation

yria Support Group (ISSG)." the ministry added

process in the ernational S;

Both sides recognised the

1

In the telephone call, "They
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Politics and conflict (h=9 807)

U.K. Prime Minister to Push Parliament
for Syria Airstrikes
&
Prince Charles: climate change and

) N Syrian war are linked together
Russian military

ian in Svri F | h U.K. begins its
campaign in sSyria : rance launches airstrikes in Syria
begins Assad meets with 1 aqsive airstrikes y
Ijutml t9 dISCUS"S against IS
- Syria’s future
500 US coalition
| Killed airstrike kills 4
' At least 40 kille . Syrian army
Two Rockets Hit | and 100 wounded in soldiers
Russian Embassy in|  missile attack by
Damascus Syrian regime & US
airstrike in Syria kills
German rapper
turned terrorist
|
Oct 12015
1 Nov 1 Peg. Syria & Conflict and Politics

Russian airstrike hits
school leaving 12
children dead

1Jan

Russian airstrike
destroys MSF-
supported clinic in
Syria

Mar 1
1Feb
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Politics and conflict

Reuters

Sputnik International
The Daily Star Lebanon
The Independent

The Guardian

Daily Sabah

BBC News

Fars News Agency
Xinhua News

The Washington Post
Telegraph.co.uk
Today's Zaman

The Peninsula Qatar
Ynetnews

The Daily News
CNN.com International
Stars and Stripes

Al Jazeera English
Bloomberg
Independent.ie
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A total of 9 807 articles were published during the time span of the analysis, compared to 3 377 articles in
the previous analysis (1 267 articles in Politics and 2 110 articles in Conflict).

Search agents "Politics” and "Conflict” were separate in the previous analysis but had to be merged in the
current analysis since the themes and articles in them were constantly overlapping.

The main reason why search agents had so many overlapping articles was the Russian military
intervention in the Syrian conflict.

Media was covering the Russian intervention very closely For example, the keyword "air strike” was
mentioned in over 1 200 article titles and all of these articles were placed in the "Conflict” search agent.
The majority of the articles covered the air strikes made by Russia.

On the other hand, the Russian intervention had a lot of publicity in the "Politics” search agent. Politicians
in different countries were widely discussing different aspects of the Russian military campaign, for
example “political solution” and "consequences”.

Sputnik International was covering Russia’s presence in Syria very closely and wrote on what was
happening from the Russian viewpoint.

Still, the biggest spike came on the 3rd of December when UK announced that it will be commencing
airstrikes in Syria.

In the previous analysis, all the top media outlets were “regional” apart from Reuters and Sputnik

International. In the current analysis, western media was more active and interested in conflict and politics
since outlets like The Independent, BBC and The Washington Post also made it to the top 10.
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The i, bkl s’
Peninsula
QATAR'S DAILY NEWSPAPER

Russia is striking same targets in Syria as US:
Lavrov

October 02, 2015 - 12:00:00 am

UNITED NATIONS: Russia is striking the same Istamic State and Al-Nusra front targets in Syria as the United States,
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said Thursday, after reports its jets hit moderate rebels.

"We see eye to eye with the coalition on this one," Lavrov told 2 news conference at UN headquarters. "We have
the same approach: it's ISIL, A-Nusra and other terrorist groups.”

Asked whether it was true that the United States and Russia were on the same page, US Secretary of State John
Kerry said: "Well, in concept, but we are not yet where we need to be."

Kerry, who met Lavrov at the United Nations on Wednesday, said US and Russian officials were still engaged in talks
"to guarantee safety and security and division of responsibility."

Russia launched air attacks in war-torn Syria on Wednesday, striking areas held by opponents of Bashar Al-Assad's
regime in the central provinces of Homs and Hama

On Thursday, it pounded targets again in Hama and Idiib in the northwest.

The United States and France expressed doubts that Moscow was targeting the slamic State group, but Lavrov
insisted there was no disagreement with the US-led coalition on who to fight.

Kerry told the United Nations Security Council on Wednesday that Washington would have "grave concern" if it
learned Russia had bombed Assad’s opponents rather than IS extremists.

The Russian minister dismissed claims by US Senator John McCain that Russian warplanes hit US-backed rebels
fighting President Bashar al-Assad's forces.

Asked about the report, Lavrov said: “You state this as a fact. Do you know something that | don't?"

& INDEPENDENT

News » World » Middle East

Russia in Syria: Russian warplanes
'attack CIA-backed Syrian rebel groups’
in second day of bombing

Earlier today, John McCain confirmed that US-backed rebels had been attacked by Russia

Doug Bolton | @DougieBotton | Thursday 1 October 2015 | (34 comments

0060 4

As more nations enter the fray in Syria and the conflict becomes
even more chaotic, two Ruossian airstrikes have reportedly hit a
training camp operated by a Syrian rebel group that received
military training and weapons from the American Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA).

The attack, against a training camp run by the Liga Sugour al-Jabal
group, part of the loosely-knit Free Syrian Army {(FSA), is believed
to e the third Russian air raid againt a rebel group that has
received support from President Bashar al-Assad's foreign
enemies,

ALJAZEERA

WAR & CONFLICT

UK launches air strikes on ISIL targets in
Syria

British ets carry out air ralds just hours after parfiament passes motion autherising use of force against group.
C 3 GMT | War & Conflict, Middle East, Syria, United Kingdom

e
T ;m‘ - il s s e RS

Warplanes Just hours after pariiament approved Cameron's motion [File:RAF/EPA]

Sritish fighter planes have struck suspected ISIL targets in Syria, just hours after MPs.
approved a motion authorising the use of military force against the group.

ABritish Ministry of Defence spokesman confirmed to Al Jazeera that Tornado jets had
retumed to base after conducting combat missions against the group on Thursday.

In a statement released later on Thursday, the ministry said the raics were conducted in
coordination with aircraft from allied states, striking ISIL of interests,

The jets *employed Paveway IV guided bombs to conduct strikes against six targets
within the extensive oilfield at Omar, 35 miles (56km) inside Syria's eastern border with
Iraq,” the statement said.

OPINION: 7/7 Survivor: Why we should not bomb Syria

The strikes come just hours after UK Prime Minister David Cameron successfully
passed a motion authorising strikes in Syria, with 387 MPs voling in favour, and 223
voting against.
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Politics and conflict
NATO; 63; 0 %
Kerry; 109; 1 % Lavrov; 50; 0 %
Obama; 142; 1 %

. B 0
Cameron ; 2'%%?2236’ 2%
%

Assad; 730; 6 %

France/Paris; 796;
6 %

The graph displays occurrence of the words in article titles. Keyword
Syria was left out from the graph for obvious reasons.

Russia, IS (also ISIL, ISIS, Islamic State and Daesh are taken into
account), US and France had the most mentions in titles.

Keywords reveal that the main themes in search agent were Russia
and its airstrikes.

Assad was most visible individual in the search agent followed by
Putin, Cameron, Obama, Kerry and Lavrov.
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Humanitarian aid (n=1 007)

Syria needs more
humanitarian aid as
winter approaches

Aid trucks hit by the air
strike

New approach on Syria,
investing instead of
humanitarian aid

Syria suggests US

should have spent rebel

training funds on

humanitarian aid

(1R =]
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Aid convoys head toward
besieged Syria cities

Syrian government
allows aid into
besieged cities

UN: Syria must allow
urgent aid delivery
for 13,5 million

people

UN will increase
humanitarian aid in Syria

due to truce

UN air drops aid to Deir az-
Zor

UN sending humanitarian aid
trucks to besieged cities in
Syria
UN humanitarian task
force meets in Geneva,
demands immediate aid
access in Syria

Syria aid conference in
London raises 10 billion

Second aid
convoy heads
towards
besieged
cities

Feb 29
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The Daily Star Lebanon

Thomson Reuters..

Xinhua News
Bloomberg

BBC

Daily Sabah

The Daily News

The Peninsula Qatar
The Washington Post
The Guardian

Syrian Arab News Agency
Sputnik International
Stars and Stripes
Ynetnews
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Independent.ie
Al Jazeera

The Daily Telegraph
Today's Zaman
Qatar News Agency
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A total of 1 007 articles was published during the period of analysis, compared to 329

articles in the previous analysis.

The biggest spike came when the Syrian government let aid convoys to besieged cities

in January.

Other major themes in search agent:

- Russia was accused on several occasions of either bombing aid convoys or killing aid

workers with airstrikes.

- Syrian aid conference in London.
- Humanitarian aid delivered to besieged cities.
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DAILY SABAH

Russian airstrikes kill 25 people, hit humanitarian
aid vehicles in Syria's Aleppo
R ussian airstrikes killed 25 people on Wednesday and destroyed 10
vehicles earrying humanitarian aid during an attack on two
residential areas of Syria's opposition-held northern Aleppo province.

Russian warplanes struck northern Aleppo's Kafr Nasih and Thris districts,
killing 25 people -- including children and women -- and injuring a number
of others, civil defense officials told Anadolu Agency.

The injured were taken to hospitals in the neighboring Azaz and Tel Rifat
districts and to hospitals in next-door Turkey, officials said.

Russian warplanes have also struck northern Aleppo’s Thris, Jarez, Kafra
and Kafr Nasih districts, which are located on the frontlines between
moderate opposition forces and the Daesh militant group, Mustafa Abu
Rasheed, a member of a local coordination committee, told Anadolu

Agency.

Syria's local coordination committees, which consist of local activists
opposed to the Assad regime, frequently publish news via social-media
websites.

Aceording to Abu Rasheed, several opposition fighters were killed in the
Russian airstrikes.

" ALJAZEERA

STARVATICN

Syrian government to allow aid for starving
town

UN: Assad forces to ‘et humanitarian aid Into besieged town of Madaya where 23 people have reperiedly starved

‘o death.

07 Jan 2016 17:28 GMT | Starvation, Syria, War & Conflict, Syrian crisis. Middle East

005

The Syrian government has allowed humanitarian workers access to an opposition-held
town near the border with Lebanon where people are reported to be starving to death in
the freezing cold weather.

The United Nations said in a statement on Thursday that it was preparing to deliver
humanitarian assistance in the coming days to the besieged town of Madaya. Two Shia
towns that have been cut off by rebels in the province of Idiib will also receive UN aid.

Residents of Madaya, about 25km northwest of Damascus, are suffering
from severe malnutrition and have fittle access to fuel and medical (11
supplies because of the siege by government regime forces since July.

Abu Abdul Rahman, a resident in Madaya, told Al Jazeera he had not Desf:r{blng the sutluauon .aS
eaten for four days. tragic is merely airbrushing

Hungry and weakened, Rahman and his family have been trying to limit reality on the ground
their movements inside their house in the Syrian town of Madaya, fearing , ’
any activity would drain the little energy left in their bodies.
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Terrorism (n=4 883)

West accuses Russia in
hitting insurgents with it's
airstrikes, Russia claims that

is is only bombing IS

Terrorists with Syrian passports hit
Paris with traces leading to IS. Two
days after strikes France launches
massive airstrikes on IS and agrees

IS destroys Arch of on co-operation against IS with
Triumph in Syria’s Russia. In addition British PM
Palmyra ruins pushes in parliament for airstrikes in
Syria

Airstrikes by western
coalitionon IS &
125 airstrikes by Russia
on IS & Iranian IS captures town in
general killed by 1S western Syria &
Airstrikes on IS
(western countries
& Russia)

Oct 12015 1 Nov

UK makes it’s first
airstrikes on IS in

1 Dec

Syria

Multiple
bombings by
IS

1Jan

IS kidnaps 400
civilians from
Syria's Deir al-Zor
city

IS claims responsibility for a
series of suicide and car
bombings in Damascus and
Homs & IS frees Syrian
Christians held since 2015

1 Feb Feb 29
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Terrorism
. . * The biggest news spike came in mid November when IS made terrorist attacks in Paris.
Sputnik International NN 587 Following the incident, western countries increased their air strikes in Syria.
Fars News Agency NN 560 + Atotal of 4 883 articles was published during the period of analysis, compared to 4 176 articles

in the previous analysis.
The Daily Star Lebanon I 323
* There was a clear shift in news flow compared to the previous analysis since previously, the
Reuters [N 321 media gave IS a lot of publicity, reporting on its strikes and battles in Syria. In this analysis, the
main theme were the airstrikes on IS.
Xinhua News [ 142
+ Media was constantly writing about countries like Russia, US, France, Turkey, UK and Syria

Daily Sabah [l 140 executing airstrikes on IS.
SyrlanAArab News Il 140 + However, the different sides were clearly separated from each other. For example, western
gency . ; . . . L .
countries and Russia bombing IS were never mentioned in the same article title. This made a
Russia Today Il 122 clear that different sides are not co-operating with each others.
Today's Zaman [l 114 » In addition, it seems that terrorism got less coverage in digital media in general when compared
. . to other search agents that gained a lot more publicity than in the previous analysis.
Assyrian International B 1
News Agency « Even thought western media was publishing a lot of articles during the terror strikes in Paris, pro-
0O 200 400 600 800 Syrian media had the most publications overall.
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POLITICS  04:4210.11.2015

Topic: 1y Violence Erupts as Islamic State Rises ( ) ™5 ©2340 w29 w1

The United States is ob with bullding its good ion while
fighting Islamic State, whereas Russia Is focused on defeating extremists in
Syria, Russlan Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said.

MOSCOW (Sputnik) - Syria has been in a state of civil war since 2011, with the country's
government fighting a number of oppesition factions and radical Islamist militant
organizations, induding Islamic State.

"Perhaps, this is fundamental difference in the positions. The way it
looks is important for Washington, whereas it is essential for Moscow
to gain a victory over ISIL,” Zakharova told Russia’s Komsomolskaya
Pravda daily in an interview on Tuesday.

Itis the matter of leadership to wage a campaign in Syria for Washington, she noted.

"For us, it is another question. We did absolutely everything so that no
one wishing to participate in the Syrian conflict settlement felt himself
disadvantaged,” Zakharova stressed.

THE TIMES OF ISRAEL

IS abducts over 400 in east
Syria after ‘massacre’

Terror group takes over approximately 60% of the city of Deir el-Zour,
killing 135 in the multi-front assault

France france | Paris | Paris attacks {Nov. 13)

France mourns dead as jets pound IS
group stronghold in Syria
I Share (ETIN w Tweet | brmit

G+ Share 1 o
8Y ROUBA EL HUSSEINI | January 17, 2016, 7:28 pm | 91

K7 Share ST G| 0

Email © Print BB S|

Text by NEWS WIRES
Latest L 1 2 "
France fell silent at noon Monday to mourn victims of the Paris
attacks after its warplanes pounded the Syrian stronghold of
Islamic State, the jihadist group that has claimed responsibility for
the slaughter.

Wwith a manhunt under way for suspects across Europe, French police released a photograph of a
“dangerous” suspect also wanted in Belgium, where Friday’s bloodbath may have been planned.

FP — Jihadists from the Islamic State have abducted more than
400 Syrian civilians after capturing new grourd in a major assault
on the city of Deir el-Zour that left dozens dead.

France was to observe a minute's silence at midday (1100 GMT), which the European Union has

called on all member states to respect. in the United States, the Stars and Stripes will fly at half-
mast at the White House until sunset Thursday.

President Francois Hollande will observe the silence at the Sorbonne University, in recognition of (o) M e | twc te r
the large toll of young people among the 12 ad. Another 352 were Injured, scores of them
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Women, children & refugees (n=167)

Trump pledges to send
refugees back to Syria if

1.10.

elected

Norway plans to send
Syrian refugees back to
Russia

8.10. 15.10. 22.10.

Over 20 states in US
refuse to take in
Refugees after terrorist

attacks in Pg

29.10. 5.11.

i

r

S

Court in Moscow fines
refugee family for 10 000
roubles for living in
Sheremetjevo airport

IS attack school in Syria,
several children are killed

Hammond & Kerry:
Russian attacks in Syria
are increased refugee

flow to Europe

J\/W/\AMMWM/\/

12.11. 19.11. 26.11. 3.12. 10.12. 17.12. 24.12. 31.12. 7.1.

11.2. 18.2. 252
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Search agent had 167 hits during the period of analysis.
Most of the articles were focused on refugees.

There were only a handful of articles on children and women. Children were in most
cases linked to IS as there were articles on IS killing or kidnapping children in Syria.

The biggest spikes came from the same topics as in the western media:
- Donald Trump pledged to send refugees back to Syria if elected
- Over 20 states in US refuse to take in refugees after terrorist attacks in Paris

Only a few articles stated that Russian presence in Syria has increased refugee flow in
Europe and Russian airstrikes are killing civilians. In these articles Russian media was
referring to information by western media and wrote that there is no actual proof for
their claims.
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Women, children & refugees
women killed by Russian

’ J
I.'.E : Kommepcal-l'r.ru @ airstrikes

Tpamn nooGerman sbicars 13 CIIA Jzx0H Keppu: sxeprBaMH POCCHMCKHX =
cupUCKUX GeKeHIeB aBuayaapoB B CHpHY CTAJIY JKE€HIUHBI ¥

Kommentapun [ZF1 g B o AETH

Kanaupar B npeangerTtel CLUA ot PecnybnukaHcKoi naptum
3afBMIN, YTO OTNPaBMUT UX HA POAWHY, KaK TONbLKO CTAHET rMasoi

Trump pledges to send John Kerry: Children and

Syrian refugees out of US

BTOpEHEK,

lMNoccekperaps CLUA Do+ Keppu B nATHUMUY 3aasun, 4To nog yoaps! poccuickmx BKC

rocynapcrTsa 8 CvpuM nonagaloT HeHWwmHel u getw, nepegaet CNN. OBwasnce ¢ xypHanictamu B
BawwHrToHe, rocnoguH Keppw 068uMHMN Poccuio B NPMMEHEHWKM HEYNpaBnNAEMbIX
Kanawaar e npeangexTsl CLUA ot PecnyBnuKkaHcKkoR napTui, MUNnMapaep aBrabomB. «3TO JOMKHO NpeKpaTUTLCA»,— 3ansun OxoH Keppw.

[OoHanen Tpamn 3afBun, 4To B cNyvae ero w3GpaHun oH BLILLNET U3 CTPaHL! BoEX
cupuickux Bemerues. OO 3TOM NONUTHK 38ABMN BO BPEMA BEICTYNIEHUA B WTaTe

Huto-Famnwunp. Paxee reHepaneHeli cekpetape HATO Wenc CtonTeHBepr pacckasan, 4To onepaumMs
BO3ayLWHO-KkocMuyeckux cun (BKC) Poccuun B Cvpuu npenaTcTBYET MUPHOMY
TDSMI"I 0BbACHWN CBOKW HaMepeHWA Tem, |“To 200 TeiC. CHDHMWCKMX 5EH(EHLLBB. ypewﬂHpOBaHMlo KUHd)ﬂMKTa ] nphsonp"' K pcc'ry Hal‘lpﬂ)l(eHHochn B perHOHe_ B

KOTapbIX NNaHupyeT npuioTuTe CLUA, MoryT BbiTh «NATOR KONOHHOMN,

_ MuHoGopoHe! Poccuu 3aaBunu, 4To «noTennexdyas B oTHoweHwAx ¢ HATO no-
oTnpaenexHoi e cTpady WA,

NnpexHemMy HeT, a NONkBITKK Poccuu KOODPOWHWPOBATE BOSHHEIS LEWCTBWA B Clr'lpl-'ll.-'l

«QOHW MoryT BbiTe W3 MM OHKU BCe MYKMWHEI, OHM BCE CUNbHbIE. Ecnun A HaTBIKAKTCA Ha OTKa3kl co cTopoHbl CLUA.
BLIUIPAKD, OHKM NOBAYT AOMOA», — 3aABMN Tpamn.

Munnuapaep WsBecTeH cBoel KpaWHEe KEeCTHON NOIULMEN B OTHOLLEHKHK
HeneransHbIX MurpadToe 8 CLUA. Tak, oH HeoaHOKpaTHO fonyckan
0CKOpGUTENbHEIE BLICKA3LIBAHWA B A0PEC BeIXOAUEB M3 MeKcukd M npeanaran
NOCTPOMTL CTEHY Ha rpanyue mexay CLUA v sTol cTpaHoi.

PaHee npecc-cexpetape benoro aoma [xow 3pHECT HAa BCTPEYE C MYyPHaNWCTaMK
3ansun, 4To CLUA nnaxvpyoT NnpuHATh y ceba B cnenylowem rogy kak MuHumym 10
ThiC. cHpHACKX GexeHues, cooblwaer TACC.
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Peace

Russian digital media




Digital media

20.2 Russia delivers its proposition on
ceasefire which US and France reject
(proposition aims in keeping sovereignty

Peace (n=691)

Peace talks in Vienna
successful and constructive

Lavrov insists that Iran has

to be included in peace
negotiations o
Peace talks in Vienna:
Russian "triumphant” Kerry anql r%aer\ll satisfied
presence in Syria has with results
140 forced US to negotiate
120
100
80
60
40
20
0

UN security council
agrees on Syria peace

plan

of Syrian government)

23.2 US and Russia agree on ceasefire
27.2 Ceasefire in action

28.2 Russia reports ceasefire violations
from opposition & opposition reports
violations from Russia

Ceasefire in Syria will
begin in one week

Russia blames opposition in

derailing peace talks
Peace talks begin
without opposition & 45
opposition joins peace
talks 40

35

Syrian regime is
willing to participate
in peace talks in
Geneva

ﬂ 30
25

20
/ 15

10

1-Oct 8-Oct 15-Oct 22-Oct 29-Oct 5-Nov 12-Nov 19-Nov 26-Nov 3-Dec 10-Dec 17-Dec 24-Dec 31-Dec 7-Jan 14-Jan 21-Jan 28-Jan 4-Feb 11-Feb 18-Feb 25-Feb

—Title —— Russian media (O) Meltwoter



Digital media

Peace

Mockosckun Komcomonew, [N 153
Komcomonbckas Mpasaa NG 146

N3paTenbckuin aom . . . )
KommepcaHTs I 144 +  Search agent had 691 articles during the timespan of the analysis.
Poccuiickas razeta I S3 « The media clearly gave credit to Russia for negotiating ceasefire in
February, stating on many occasions that ceasefire would not be
PocBusreckoncantvnr [N 65 possible without Russian air-strikes on Syrian soil.
* Media also wrote that Lavrov had a key role in getting Iran included in
N3sectva [ 30 the peace negotiations in Vienna.
Hoeas Mazeta [ 28 + For some reason the Russian media didn’t mention the IS strikes that

happened during the peace negotiation.

Hesaeucumas razeta [l 23

Begomoct [l 19

0 50 100 150 200
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Digital media

Peace

Lavrov: Iran must take
part in Syrian peace
negotiations

JlaBpoB: HpaH f0/IKeH IPHHATE y4acTHe
B nleperoBopax mo CHpHH

Mockea u Kawp patory no

06 a70M 22R8UN MAHMCTR

VHOCTPaHHLIX AEN P Cepreil NlaBpos 27 OKTAGPA.

13 &0 CNOBAM, FNABHAR 334343 - OBLEAMHNTE YCVAVA W NPEANDXUTE DANOSHLKOHHEIM CHEMACKVIM TRYTNaM
MIOMEHE CO3ATE S4HYI0 AENETALIKN 4R IEPErDEOpOE C NPEEVTENSCTE0M ACAA3 H3 KOHCTRYKTHEHDA MNATHOPME

Yumaitme maxice

CMUA: O6ama roTos KanpagmTe
amepuKaHCiiE congaT 8 Cupiia

Tam spemenen 80 Gpanik 27 oXTAGEA CoCTONTCA yeii
Capua” B COCTABE NPEACTABHTENEI ASCRTI CTRH, HO Be3 Poccin 1
Wpatia. Kak 23ABHn MV, ©PaHUMK, "MHHWCTP MHOCTRAHHELK 520 W
MERYHAPOAHOTD pazETHR flopan ABUYC CerogHR Bevepom 33
PAGONUM YAMHOM MIPHMET OCHOBHKIX NARTHEPOB, BUECTE € GPaHLMER
YMACTEYOLLAX B YPErYNAPOS3HHH CHPMIACKOTD KPUACa:
npeAcTasuTEnei Caygosckoi Apazy, OA3, Mopgakmn, Karapa,
Typuww, Tepuarim, CLLLA, Wranun w BenukoGpuTanmm®.

Mo cnosam Cepren
Nasposa, o Hero He

3HaeT ob 3Toil BCTpeuE,
p— ]

“BCAW Ta BCTPRME B

Panee no meme

Napuse AEACTENTENSHO NPOBOAVTCR CEMOAHR, TO MPOBOANTCR ©
MPKLENOM 13 OPMUBOEIHE MHKTIIMEHSD OPMATOR, KOTOPLIE
GyAyT CNOCOBCTBOBATE BOBNEMEHMID BCEX 623 WCKNIGHENIR, KaK ©
ToMEM SpEHIR OBLECHPMACKOND AMANGTS, TaK W B FINAKE Era

EHELIHEFD CONPOSOXAEHN"

15 C1QBaN POCCHACKETD MUKHCTRE "6l NOMLITKI CO3ARTE
SaKpaITEI Ky BHELIMIEX HTPOX0S 63 YHACTINR ADYTIX KNHHESEX
FOCYASRCTE, BNMAKILIEE HA CHTYELR Ha semne” B Cupima. 310,

ML PO ke npexpawjana
CTPOMTENLCTED AMan0ra flaMacka u
onnaaum & Cinpiak

HABEPHDE, NEMHE, A2NATS TAKME YMOIPHTENLHEIE CHEMSI, KOTOPLIE
el MOHATHA W B1H3KN, HO MOCKONLKY TEKME CHEMBI HATANKWEAHITCR Ha HENPIATE APYTIX FOCYARPCTE, KOTORLI2
MEMOBEART MHYH MOIMLKG W MGXOAK, TO NOAOGHBIE CKEMS! HOTAT HCKYCCTEEHHGIR X3PAXTED, W OHI

HERMIHECIOCD6HEI

Panee no meme

M 3ToM. M0 CI0S3M MIHICTPE, CXEMSI, KOTOpkIZ AEACTENTENLHD
MOTYT A3TE YETOR4MBLII 1 AGATOCPONHLIR PESyNLTAT, DTBEUAILII
MHTEPECal CTABNEHOCTH B CUPAV, TPEGYIOT OUeHL TePNanHELX,
MHOTOWACOBbIX, A%E MHOTOAHEBHLIX NEPErCBOPOS. "HO 3TH YounuA -

& noswAz, seip KoHERHCYCHbIX
A s
NPOLECE, ByayT ropazan G0NEE PETyLTATHENEIMM I HE CTAHYT YEN-TO
TaKHM, 4TO CErOAKR NPOMENbKHET Ha 3kparax TB, a noTom yiiaet
Helue".

Moscow blames §yrian

oppositions in attempt of
derailing negotiations in
4 e, £ ot Genpeve

MockBa 06BMHM/IA CUPHMICKYIO ONIIIO3UIIHIO
B IIONBITKE CPBIBA NeperoBopoB B JKeHeBe

m m Mpoumrany 32 268 pas

Jamrnasbi pﬂ(t“ﬁ(l{ﬂl’ﬂ Muga leHHaAHA TATHAOB 33ABMA O NONBLITHE
[} puﬂcm:lﬂ ONNO3MUKMK COPBATE NEPEr0BOPLI B HeHeBe, CCMNaAch
Hal POCCHACKYHD BOEHHYH ONepaLie. B MOCKBE CONNM 3TH LEACTBHA
HENPUEMAEMbIMH

MomeTHe KeneraiMn BLICWEro KOMKMTETa No NEPETOBOPaM onnoaryue (BEM)
CHpUK COPBaTE NEPErNB0PE 8 JHEHERE Wa-33 POCCHACKDH BOSHHOR 0NEpaLMK
B LHpMM ABNAKTCA senpremneseinei. 06 3Tom 33ABHN 33MINaBsl POCCHACHOTD
MMz MaHHanni [atwnos, nepanaet «PUA HoBOCTH,

<M NOnKITKK COPSETE NERErOaopHLIA NEOLECE NaA NPeANorosm Taro, “Ta PocckA
MPGOMHAET GCYLECTENATL S0SHHYK ONEDALMI0 B LML, RENAITCA 3600NaTHD
HEM e MAEMBIMI, NOCRONSKY PEqL WAeT 0 Gopufe C TeppopMCTHUECKDN yrpo3oR
B 3704 CTOEHES, — J3ABMI JAMMUHIACTRE, [ATHI0A TakKE Kazaan
SHECOCTORTEMHSIMEE JOBDAL DANOIMLMK 08 OTCYTETEMM B0IMOXHOCTA YHACTROS3TE B NEPETOBOPAX
M3-3a yoyryGHBleicA ryMasnTapHOR CATYaLnK @ CHpue.

B Mi[e rakme oTMeTHAM, 4To MOCKBA HE NNAHKDYET IKCTREHHD 0GCYMAETY NMOCTEHOBKY
NEparoBopoE © SMENMKIHCKON Aenerauqed. «1oKa 3TOT BONPOC HAKTO He OBCYHIEN, NOCKINKY Ml
TOALKD 4TD 3TC HOBDE PE3BMTHE yEMaenH. Cadac of 3ToM rosopsms NpEHLEEFEMEHHD s, — 0fLACHAN
Famwnce. MNps 3T0M OH 06RATWA BHMMEHWE Ha T, 4To MOCKEa M BAWWHITOH BLEraa NoLREpHHEOT
PEryNARHLIR KOHTEKT.

Panee Mocgen CLUA + W EpE CHpue B HeHese yaapsl
POCCHACKOA aBMaums Snma Anenna. Omuunanauu A NpegcTaBMTaNE BanomcTEa f=oH HupGa
MOAHEPKHY, 470 BELMEITOH HE B013r38T 43 MOCHEY N0MHYH] OTAETCTEAHKOCTE 33 NPUOCTAKORKY.
OJIHE%D0, N0 M0 CAOBEM, sNOMEXM TYMIHHTANS0RA NOMOILMe W sNEDLOMHARILEECA HACHIKES, KOTOPOS
YCTRSMBZET PEHHM =NPH NOMGE PHKE ROOCHACKHE BOEHHLS, CTENH DEKTORMM, NOATHABLIMMA

Ha Napasoc Neperoannos.

i} MHeneee a0 25 DeEpana
£TAND H3BACTHE BESPOM B CRaAY. (_nEL,nncnaHn WK UIJ Hpe Mm_-rypa IEREKM, UTO A Wi
B0306H0BNEHHE HYHEHA MOMOLL MERIYHIPOAHLE AL 8 43CTHOCTH CLUA W Pocoun. Cupridcmd
noctnpes nps 00H bawap [xadiaps, KOTORWA BOIMARNRET GENSFALMIO OdwuManesoro amacka,
3anema, 4T (aynosckan Apasna, Hatap W Typuwse yIoBOpMNL DNNOIHLAKD BEIRTH H3 MEHEECHHE
NEperoBopoe. &

US and France “destroy”
Russian peace resolution
on Syria

CLUA 1 ®paHuus B CoBbese "pasrpomunu”
poccuiicKyto pesonioLuto no Cupuu

Poccus np 8 Cosete b OOH cBOil BapuaHT npoekTa
p 110 MUDHOMY Yperynup 8 Cupn

m o B

MpeacrasnenHsii Poccueit 8 Cosete BesonacHoct OOH BapuaHT npoekTa
DE30/I0UMM N0 MUPHOMY YPEryIMpPOBaHMI0 8 CUPHM HE BCTPETUN NOAAEPKKY Y
npeactasuTenein CLA u ®panuymu. ONNOHEHTbLI NOCHUTANH POCCHACKHE NPH3LIBLI

yBaxaTk cysepeHuTeT CHpUM Hec p 1 Heonp

doto: umvs.krua

Boxy Bbin r nocT npeacrasuTenscTsom PO npu OOH wa
cneunansHom 3aceaaruu Cosera BesonacHocT OOH no cuTyauuu B8 Cupuu,
KoTopoe 6biN0 UHUL CT¢ #. O6 aTOM B yeTsepr 18

b [; i r Tens MU PO Mapus 3axaposa,

]
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Digital media

Terrorism (n:1 153) IS is planning on
. L . taking over oil fields
Russia begins its operation outside Syria

in Syria hitting 5 IS objects

on first day

Canada will soon quit its

40 participation in campaign
against IS
35 &
Britain refused to give
30 away co-ordinates of IS to
Russi

25 r
20
15
10

5

0

1-Oct

Russia has

destroyed over 1

000 gas trucks in

Syria
IS strikes in Paris

&

Obama: IS can’t be

defeated until Assad

steps down

Foreign ministry of

US: Assad is
buying oil from

UK will begin
bombing IS in

Ser

S

IS kidnaps 400
civilians from
Syria's Deir al-Zor
city

8-Oct 15-Oct 22-Oct 29-Oct 5-Nov 12-Nov 19-Nov 26-Nov 3-Dec 10-Dec 17-Dec 24-Dec 31-Dec 7-Jan 14-Jan 21-Jan 28-Jan 4-Feb®idtPeb/i8-Hev 25 et



Digital media

Terrorism

Komcomonbckast
MNpaBga

MockoBckun
Komcomoneun

KommepcaHTb
Poccuickas raseta
M3BecTus
PocBbunsHecKoHcanTuHr
HesaBuncumasi raseta
HoBas NazeTa

BenomocTu

I 364

I 2/

I 177

. 135

N 101

51

45

B 29

| 7

0

100 200

300 400

The biggest news spike came in mid November when IS made terrorist attacks in Paris.
A total of 1 153 articles was published during the period of analysis.

Media was following the Russian military campaign very closely, publishing several articles daily
on executed airstrikes against IS.

Especially Komcomonbckas MNpasga and MockoBckuii Komcomonew, were active in publishing
articles on Russian strikes against IS and terrorism.

Media was using the word "terrorism” and terrorists” only when it referred to IS. Therefore there

were no signs indicating that Russian airstrikes might have also hit opposition groups. In fact,
some articles even stated that opposition groups in Syria are helping Russia to locate IS bases.
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Digital media

itle: Ministry of defence says it's
liberated 150 cities from terrorists

Terrorism

Russia is
destroying IS oil
business with its

airstrikes

HOMCOMONLCHAR
nPaBaA ssse

Poccua ceoumun asuaypapamm
paspywiaeTt HedpTAHOU 6usHec UTUJ B
Cupum

H30E80308 B Cupuis

"KM" noroeopuna ¢ 3KCNepToM, BbIICHWUB, KaK 3TO OTPa3nTCA Ha
LieHe 3a 6appent HedTn

TOHKWE YepHbIE HUTOUKIA NPOTAHYAMNCH Ha KUAOMETPbI. MepekpecTbe KaMeph!
6ECNUNOTHMKA QUKCHPYET, KaK OHM MEANEHHO-MEANEHHD NEPeABHATaIOTCR NO JOPOram
NYCTBIHW. BADYT Tam, rAe ewje CexyHay Ha3aa 6biny 3T KOPOGOUKY aBTOMOGMNER
B3NETAIOT NNaMS ¥ KNYGb! AbIMA. OHY PACLUMPAIOTCS, WAYT BAONL HUTEM, MOTAOLIAR
KOPOBOUKM AECATKAMN... POCCHACKAR 60MBapAMPOBOYHAR aBUaLMA oTpatoTana
04EPEAHOM «HE@TENPOBOA Ha KONECAXs, KOTOPLIR TEPPOPUCTEI 33NPELLEHHOTO B POCCHI
3IKCTPEMMCTCKOrO UCNaMMCTCXOTO ABMKEHMA «/CNAMCKOR FoCyAapCTEO» (MI) HanpaBuu
13 MeCT 406bI4N HERTW Ha NepepatoTky.

Russian airstrikes

in Syria are
W48 Poceniickan Thaeta i
Qf%f}} targeting only
i terrorists

MH/I: PoccHsi HAHOCHT aBHAy/laphl B
CHPHH HCK/IIOYHUTE/ILHO 110
TeppPOPHCTaM

"Poccuiickme BosgylwHo-kocmudeckne cunkbl B CUPMK HaHOCAT yAapel
WCKNYHUTENBHO NPpOTUE npe,qc'raavlreneﬁ MeXxAyHapoAHbIX TepPOPUCTUYeCKnX
OpraHvzauuii U Tex, KTo MM cnoco6CTeyeT”, - NOgYERKHYNa CerogHA oduuMansHeI i
npeacTaeutens MW Poccum Mapua 3axapoea.

"TeM e, KTO He ABNAETCA TEPPOPUCTOM, He B3aUMOJeRCTBYET U He KOOPAWHMPYeT
CBOM LWIary € TEPPOPUCTHUECKMI OPraHn3aLnaMI, BOATLCA Hevero", - 3anBnna
AMNAOMAT, BLIPA3VB YAWBNEHME TEM, YTO HEKOTOPLIE NPEACTABUTENK 3apyBexHbIX
CTpaH oLeHnNKM "MaHudecT", KOTOPLIA NPU3LIBAET K BOHE C POCCUACKMW cUnamMmn
(ero nognucanu 40 cupniickix $OPMUPOBaHWIA), Kak "BbIpaXeHWe NPaBejHOro rHeea
Mo NoBoAY POCCUACKOM MHTEPBEHLMK".

"MpoCTo XOUETCA CNPOCUTE: HEYKENN
T RO Tex, KTO BMAMT B 3TOM "npaseHomM
rHeee" HeKyK NOMUYecKyo OCHOBY, He
CMYTUNO, YTO CPEAM NEPBLIX, KTO
NOANMCaN 3TOT MaHUGECT, Haxoannace
Takas opraHusaums, kak "[rabxar aH-
Hycpa?". To, 4T 3Ta opraHuzauua
ABMACTCA TEPPOPUCTUYECKOM, ee
NpeACcTaBATENN ABNAKOTCA

TeppopucTamu, i HUKaKUe OHN He

MW/ P@: HapauwmeaHne cun HATO B
EBpone He A0BaBNAET CTABUALHOCTI

yMepeHHbIe, 0Ka3bIBaeTCA TONbKO
OAHWM: TEM, YTO OHW Hax0o4ATCA B
‘OOHOBCKOM CNUCKE TEPPOPUCTUYECKNX

in Syria
Ingress: Meanwhile SOFHR says

that Russian air force has bombed
schogl

KommepcaHT.ru”

T'enmrra® P® cool1ua 06 0ocBO0OXKIEHUH OT
TEPPOPHUCTOB 150 CHUPUNCKHAX rOPOJOB

A Cupuiickas obcepBaTopHA [0 PaBaM uesIoBeKa yTeepxaaer, uro BKC PO
pa3GomMGIIH mKoIy

()  Buebecax s ua mope / Mrorw ¥roporo siecaa Boewsoil Poceint 8 Cupii

A cun (BKC) P® c Hauyana 2016 roga HaHecna
yaapbi no 1097 obbekTam uHGpacTpyKTypbi TeppopucTos B Cupuun. 06 atom

r onepaTUBHOro ynp lMeHwTabar P
Cepre# Py “. Mo ero or PUCTOB B nep c 2015
roga oceoboxaeHo yxe 6onee 150 ropoaos u nocenkos 8 Cupun. CupHHCKuit
LEHTP MOHWTOPMHra 3a npas B CBOIO &
4ro oT o p 7 © WKONy B ropoge

Axpxap B npoBuHUMM Anenno, noranu Kak MHMMMyM 12 peten.

Kak coobuwmn resepan Pyackoi, ¢ Hayana roga poccumiickan asmaums BeinonHuna
yxe 311 6oesbix BbINETOB. YAapbl HAHOCUNUCH NO OBbEKTaM UHPPACTPYKTYPbLI,
no6biuv 1 NnepepaboTkv He@TH, CKOMNEHWUSAM BOEHHON TEXHUKN U XXUBOW CUNbI
Boesukos 3anpelleHHoro B PO «Mcnamekoro rocynapcrasas (UM |anw

asuaynapoe BKC P® — cHuautb Goesoi noTeHuman e
rpYNNMPOBOK W NOAAEPXaTb NoApPasneneHus CUPUIACKOR (_o) Me | twc] te r
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Documents

Digital media

Comparing search agents Peace & Terrorism

There is practically no
conversation in media on
peace after Russia begins

its military campaign in Syria

h
[

L

L\ s J A

Oct1 2015

1 NOVz. Syria & Peace (Oct 1,

IS takes over a town IS strikes in Paris and

near Homs just after at the same time there

peace negotiations in is a peace conference
Vienna on Syria in Vienna

01

5

IDec, 201

Number of articles on terrorism in Syria

negotiations in Geneva in late Jammary ﬂ

@03 Syria & Te

IS strikes on 31.1 and 22.22016.

IS struck in Damascus on 31st of January, on the same day
as peace negotiations started in Geneva.

IS also struck 22nd of February killing nearly 130 in multiple
strikes in Syria.

However, the focus of media remained on peace
negotiations instead of IS strikes.

clearly falling during the peace

Feb 29
rroridnd@Mct 1, 2015 - Feh 29, 2016) 1 Feb



Documents

Digital media

Comparing search agents Peace & Conflict and politics

U.K. Prime Minister to Push Parliament
for Syria Airstrikes
&
Prince Charles: climate change and the
Syrian war are linked together

Russian military campaign is
visible in Politics and conflict,
Terrorism and Children
search agents

IS strikes in Paris
&
19.11. Negotiations for ceasefire
in eastern Ghouta area of
Damascus fail, reasons unclear

U.K. begins its
airstrikes in Syria

Peace talks in Vienna
and at the same time at
least 40 killed and 100
wounded in missile
attack by Syrian reﬁime

Feb 29, 2016) 02 1 & Conflict and Palitics {(Oct 1, 2015
1 Dec 1Jan

/)

w

ria & Peace (Oct 1, 2015

12015

Feb 29, 2016)

Russia strikes hard on
rebel held territories just
before the ceasefire came

into effect

_—

/

Feb 29

1 Feb
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Digital media

Organisations

Carter Center
1% UN Women
UN ESCWA 2%

1% Brookings Institute

6 %

Red Cross
31 %

Visibility of key organisations was measured from articles body text part
so it was not compulsory for them to be seen in title.

The most visible organisations were Red Cross (446 hits), Red Crescent
(445 hits) and Unicef (331 hits).

The following organisations weren’'t mentioned in media near keyword
Syria or any of the Syrian governorates.:

- Swiss Peace

- UN-Habitat

- NIP

- NOREF

- HD Centre

- EIP
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.. . “Violations will happen from
D I g Ital m e d I a other parties and not from the
Syrian state’s side” - cabinet
minister Ali Haidar speaks with

Red Cross and Red Crescent Second convoy of aid reaches Peter Mayrer of the Red Cross
besieged areas. Res Cross & )
and Red Crescent among Red Crescent delivers more
organizations delivering aid convoys to besieged suburbs in
Damascus

Res Cross and Red Crescent
begin to bring aid to people in

Red Crescent aid truck to
enter besieged

Red cross and Red Creé%:ee%?ged areas Damascus suburb
sending ambulances from Turkey Gunmen open fire on a
to Syria to evacuate more that convoy which included
450 fighters and civilians from vehicles from the Red
towns under siege Cross and the Red
N Crescent

Pawel Krzysiek from Red
Cross comments on
evacuation in Homs
Homs evacuation begins as
hundreds of civilians and
rebels leave Syrian city. Red
Crescent is assisting in
evacuation

rebel-held besieged
cities by Red Cross and
( Red Crescent

More aid delivered into m

S . S I Pt I B N I U N R S N O

——Red Crescent ——Red Cross <O ME|tWO ter



Digital media

Brookings Institute, OCHA &Carter Center

Iran sends Fighters to
Syria, escalating its
involvement. J.M. Berger
from Brookings comments
that the moderate rebels
"are in a pretty bad spot,
unless the West is
prepared to sponsor them
over the long term in a full-
on proxy war against the

Tens of thousands free
new Syria offence.
Interview with Vanessa

uguenin from OCHA.

Carter Center is monitoring elections in Myanmar.
Article also mentions, that Carter contacted Putin to
offer him maps: publicly available work by the Carter

Center that shows Russia's airstrikes in Syria have

Russians." i )
14 mainly targeted U.S.-backed opponents of President
Assad, rather than the IS, as Moscow claims
12 OCHA report:
Y 00.0 “VE.! UN seeks 20 billion dollars for humanitarian
10 under siege in : = S—
. aid. OCHA - and it's partner organisations
Syria
8 want to help some 87 million people in 37

countries including Tyna

UN envoy wins Syria government
green light for aid convoys.
OCHA says that Syria had
approved access to several
besieged cities

UN urges Turkey to open border to
Syrians fleeing Aleppo. OCHA warns
that 300,000 people could be cut off
from aid if Syrian government and allied
forces encircle the city of Aleppo and
deprive those fleeing from their las
out

ay

Assad’s Battlefield Gains Cast
Cloud on Upcoming Syria
Talks. Shadi Hamid from
Brookings Institution centre is
interviewed.
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Social media

Syria Initiative
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Social media
Search agents combined (n=4 515 715)

US states wish to reject refugees after terrorists struck in
Paris. Conversation in US social media heated up. GOP
candidates, Obama and governors were expressing their

+ Due to the large amount of bots in Twitter, two search agents
were created: one contained all possible hits and the other had
all retweets filtered.

own opinions on refugees. Some US states wished to UK begins
reject refugees and the Republican-controlled House of its airstrikes « This procedure allowed for filtering retweeting bots, however
Representatives passed a bipartisan bill to stop Syrian in Syria some bots were sharing content (like news articlesi and not
175k refugees from entering the US ‘ Turkey retweeting them, therefore they could not be blocked from
) ‘? downs _ social media content.
Russian F!rst _refugees
fighter jet arrive in Canada + Because of the constant information flow in social media it is
hard to pick up all events and spikes.
The Hungarian
camerawoman fired for
kicking a Syrian refugee Conversation on upcoming
wants to sue Facebook truce/ceasefire in Syria
and one of the migrants Actor Edward agreed by US and Russia
she kicked Norton raises &
. _& . money for Syrian Suicide bombing _Alrstrlke hits Doct'o.rs _
Assad visits Russia to refugees in Istanbul Without Borders facility in
Tank Putin for air strikes Syria

(2l =]

t12015 Feb 29
@ All Search agents NOT RT (Oct 1, 2015 - Feb 29, 2016) ® All search agents (Oct 1, 2015 - Feb 29, 2016)
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Social media

Refugee & Politics and conflict

» The current graph contains two search agents which
were the most actively discussed in social media.

« Although refugees were discussed the most in social
media, the graph shows clearly, that most of the
conversation sparked after the terrorist strikes in Paris.
The content of the conversation is explained on the
previous slide.

* That being said, if the strikes in Paris aren’t taken into
account, politics and conflict were discussed more than
refugees.

I/ |
) \_,—-f\/-’\'\J.-;\“"-—-r"‘wn__, N <O _f-“\.—-—f/\/\—/\_—/\—/\f MR

Oct 12015 Feb 29
@ Refugee (Oct 1, 2015 - Feb 29, 2018&) Politics and conflict (Oct 1, 2015 - Feb 29, 2016)



Social media

Top 25 tweeters 1.2.2016 — 29.2.2016

@monisbukhari
@refugees2137
@TurtleWoman777
@Bivi_17
@NorskNN_Int
@Free_Media_Hub
@ritchiepage2001
@1957_Tintin_
@TerrorsTrack
@CyberAnonymous
@TercoRec
@Syriabetween
@dauphin__
@FreeingSyria
@ShalashMuh
@AlArabiya_Eng
@BRnewsKING
@Syria_Rebels
@masspal032
@loveconcursall
@AnimalRightsJen
@dingalingy55
@RealTimeHack

414
394

500

1000

1500

Due to the overwhelming amount of data, top tweeters were taken only from the last
month of the analysis period.

Twitter had 89 % of all mentions in social media. Facebook had only 7 % of mentions
since Facebook conversation can only be gathered from public profiles or public group
sites. Private users are not trackable on Facebook even if they have public profiles.

Top tweeters appeared to be mostly bots posting pro-rebel/anti-regime content. This
indicates that even thought regime is a much more discussed topic than opposition, in
social media (see next slide), the main topic seems to be criticism towards it.

@Free_Media_Hub had the most followers, over 232k. The account described itself as
follows:

"Syria Death of a Nation 2011-2016 470,000 Dead 1,500,000 injured 11,000,000
Displaced This is Syria 2016 sign the petition @ http://stopthebombs.com”

There were no pro-ISIS accounts in top 50 tweeters and only a few pro-regime accounts
for example @Syriabetween.

Twitter continues to delete ISIS accounts and has removed over 125 000 ISIS accounts
since mid-2015. (source)
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https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2016/feb/05/twitter-deletes-isis-accounts-terrorism-online

Social media

Compairing counterparts in digital and social media

800000 100 %
®m Mar-Aug mOct-Feb . 78259 231133
700000 672434 90 %
80% + All the search agents except Al-Qaida at least
600000 549305 doubled their hits as compared to the previous
analysis.
700 Opposition g
500000 + Even thought IS received the most publicity and
60[% ® Regime doubled its hits compared to the previous analysis,
400000 its SOV still decreased, dropping from 52 percent
3110 50k = Al-Qaida / Al- to 43 percent.
300000 Nusra * Regime increased its hits the most, getting over
231133 401% m Kurds four times more mentions in the current analysis
that in the previous
200000
30§ m SIS
1386 ° « Kurds and opposition had also twice as many hits
87320 as they did in the previous analysis, however due
100000 489 21912 200 to hit count of regime, their SOV stayed about the
18027 same as in the previous analysis.
1006
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Social media

Comparing search agents
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0 77054 231133
293988

109991

0%

Mar-Aug Oct-Feb

m\Women

H Peace

B Humanitaria
n Aid

m Kurds
Opposition
Children

m Regime

m Refugee

m Politics and

conflict
m Terrorism

Refugees received the most mentions in social
media during the time span of the analysis, that is
over

1 800 000. Politics and conflict was the second
with almost 1 400 000 mentions. Terrorism was the
3rd most popular theme with almost 800 000
mentions.

All the search agents received more hits in the
current analysis, compared to the previous
analysis. However, refugee search agent was very
dominant, receiving ten times more hits than in the
previous analysis. So even though some search
agents tripled their hits in the current analysis (for
example opposition), they still had less hits by
percentage.

Terror attacks in Paris greatly impacted
conversation volumes. All search agents had clear
conversation spikes after the strikes.
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Social media

Comparing digital and social media
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The graphs display share of voice on
various themes

Politics and conflict seemed to be the
most popular themes in digital media.
Terrorism was the second most
popular theme and regime was the
third.

In social media, refugees received
the most publicity, politics and conflict
came second and terrorism had the
third most popularity.

Search agents received 5 581 457
hits in total, however if search agents
are combined, the figure is 4 515
715. This means that a little over 1
000 000 hits were registered in more
than one search agent.

Compared to the previous analysis
where search agents received 1 495
470 hits, the amount of conversation
tripled.
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Digital & Social media




Key findings

Digital & Social media

Digital media

The total amount of articles in all search agents was 30 417 in this analysis,
which is over twice as much than in the previous analysi,s which had 13
803 articles.

Almost all search agents had clearly increased their visibility compared to
the previous analysis. The only exception was “women” search agent, the
publicity of which slightly decreased.

Some search agents doubled or tripled their hit counts compared to the
previous analysis. In addition, peace search agent had over 10 times as
many hits as in the previous analysis.

Politics and conflict had the most hits in digital media followed by terrorism
and regime.

The main reason for increased visibility in all search agents was the
Russian intervention in the Syrian conflict. Both western media and
Russian media closely followed the Russian military campaign in Syria.

Russian media was also much more active in writing on Syria compared to
the previous analysis, since Sputnik International made its way into top 5
sources in almost every search agent, in some cases even topping outlets
like Reuters and Fars News Agency.

Terror strikes in Paris were also affected the article count in many search
agents.

Social media

The total amount of posts in all search agents was 4 515 715 compared to
1 1495 470 posts in the previous analysis. This means that conversation
volume tripled compared to the previous analysis.

Refugees search agent had the biggest conversation volumes, over 1 800
000 publications. Politics and conflict came second with almost 1 400 000
publications. However, if strikes in Paris aren’t taken into account, politics
and conflict were more discussed than refugees.

Top tweeters appeared to be mostly bots posting pro-rebel/anti-regime
content.

As in digital media, the main theme was the Russian campaign in Syria.
However, the biggest spikes came from the terror strikes in Paris.
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